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London was so far off in your thoughts, and that twenty
miles were, by your computation, equal to some thousands.
I thought it a piece of charity to undeceive you in this
point, and to let you know, if you give yourself the trouble
to write, I may probably receive your letter in a day: it
was that made me venture to take pen in hand the third
time. Sure you will not let it be to no purpose. You must
needs be extremely happy where you are, to forget your
absent friends; and I believe you have formed a new sys-
tem, and think there is no more of this world, passing your
sensible horizon. If this be your notion, I must excuse
you; if not, you can plead no other excuse; and, if it be,
Sir, I must reckon myself of another world; but I shall
have much ado to be persuaded, till you send me some
convincing arguments of it. Do not dally in a thing of
this consequence, but demonstrate that it is possible to
keep up a correspondence between friends, though in
different worlds, and assure one another, as I do you, that
I am

Your most obedient and most humble servant,

E. VANHOMRIGH.1

CXLIX. [Scott,]

Miss ESTHER VANHOMRIGH TO SWIFT

London, September 2, 1712.

MR. LEWIS tells me you have made a solemn resolution
to leave Windsor the moment we come there; it is a noble

Vanhomrighs to visit Windsor was an invention of Swiffs fertile
imagination, which it will be seen later on in this Correspondence was
similarly exercised in the case of a letter to Stella. Vanessa caught
apparently with alacrity at the suggestion and wrote proposing to
come herself with only her brother as an escort. To this proposal
Swift, foreseeing much inconvenience to himself from such a course,
did not reply.

1 In a subsequent volume the circumstances which resulted in the
preservation and publication of the correspondence between Swift and
Vanessa will be discussed. It seems beyond question that all the
letters which are forthcoming were in her possession at the time of her
death. That Swift returned to her those which she had written to him
is highly improbable, and the only supposition to account for their Essex, and had inherited both Toryism and talents from
